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{From the Religious Ingniver.] 





* | and give no heed to the conjectures, or traditions 
Agen, aeee ww meat es is like ae a net, thal was of popes, monks, or cardinals. 
cas! 4 n athered of every k ; rc ) Tv ; ; i 
twas fill, they dint % hare watt de nl, hee aiieted | é Y ny 4 cr masons of crane: Sngoen 
the geod into vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at | of Ged; which Pate: used interchangeably, ore 
the END OF THR WoRLD ; the angels shall come forth, and | !0Und about 90 times in the New Testament, and 
sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast them into | signify generally the Gespel Dispensation, or the 
the FURNACE OF Fine; there shall be weeping and gnashing | Christian religion, which is a spiritual kingdom 
of leeth.-—Mat. xiii. 47—50. ls . I . to 
in the hearts of men. Perhaps there is but one 

This passage, being part of our Lord’s Sermon | exception to this meaniag throughout the whole 
tothe Jews, is justly thought to contain much evengetital writers; f Cor. adv. 50. By duly 
instruction on many Sais of great iiiivest to | OOserving the connexion where the phrase stands, 
man. It is generally believed that Christ here | it will be easy to learn its true import in all cas- 
speaks of a time when this earth shall be dissoly- es, and to determine, with one or two exceptions, 
ed, at which period the angels of God shall sepa- | that itthas no allusion toa future state of exist- 
rate the sinners from thé saints; and cast them in- |ence: When John came preaching in the wil- 
to the quenchless furnace of hell, where shall be | derness of Judea, and saying, repent ye, for the 


weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth eternal- | kingdom of heaven is at hand, did he mean that the 
ly. From such an understanding of the subject, immortals would soon appear in glory, or that 


many discourses have been preached, of the most | (he Jews would die ina little time, and go into 


ferrific and soul-harrowing description, that | the bliss of God ? he most certainly declared the 
have sent the hearers away in speechless grief, | gospel of Christ, or the coming of Shiloh to be 
or the agony of commencing despzic. ‘They | at hand, and therefore called on the people to re- 
have been told the great day of God is at hand,| pent, in fulfilment of the prophecy ; Malachi 
when the righteous will shine forth as the sun in| iii. 1, and 4, 5,6. When Christ, imitating his 
the kingdom of their Father, and (.e unrighteous | precursor in the language he employed, began to 
be driven into utter darkness and eternal tor- | preach repentance, because the kiagdom of heaven 
iment. They have been assured this interpreta- | was at hand, did he imply or affirm that any 
tion of the passage is correct, as Christ says this | thing was intended by the terms, but the light 
shall take place at the end of the world, and that |! and joy of his gospel ? Mat. iv. 17. Christ, reply- 
the wicked shall be cast into the furnace of fire a ing to the blasphemous Pharisees, says, but if I 


that time. With this idea in mind, the most sol- 
emn and impressive appeals have been made to 
the feelings of the audiénce ; totally depraved | 
men, who can as easily become gods, as effect the | 
least improvement in heart or life, have been | 
i i ir ’ ith i cndiiininiiaall 
poniured to make theit, Pe? Sf. Fah ei ne va 
offers of salvation will be no longei pei no | 
rrertion to obtain the favor of God will avail. | 
When this is the common idea of the text, and | 
horrid consequences liave resulted from enter- 
taining this opinion, and from its public defe oe 
God and Clirist will be honored, should a carefu 
examination show the general notion to he erro- 
neous, and the meaning of Jesus to be in perfect 
agreement with the object of his mission, the 
salvation of the world. For the purpose of learn- 
ing the trué import o 
necessary to saauire, 1. what is intended dd | 
kingdom of heaven ; 2. what 1s signified by the 
end of the world ; 3. what is meant by the furnace | 
of fire 2 ess 
To settle these questions satisfactorily » we 
thall rely exelasively on scripture ad ority, 


Lat reie hs Cus, Out. devils by 


| not mean that riches 


f Christ’s words, it will be |, 


we | kingdom of Gad 


cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the 
kingdom ef Gol iscome unto you. By this he 
could not mean that a future state had come unie 
them, or that death was at the door ; for he ob- 
s ak 2 noe acenyr > va at > 
viously intends to_ assure hone wpirit of God. 
Nat. xii. 28. When Christ said it is easier for a 
rough the eye of a needle, thar for 
enter into the kingdom of God, 
as thus difficult for # 


camel to go th 
a rich man to en { 
could he possibly intend it Ww Ae 
rich man to die and go into a future state ? | = 
xix. 24. Experience shows that rich men a ia- 
ble to death as poor men ; if death introduce 
both to endless joy, there is no more difficulty tn 
e than in the other. Christ therefore did 
obstructed the passage into 


only that the rich and cov- 
etous found it extremely slifficuut to give up pe 
ions, or to expose their wealth ryt e 
. 4 . . : he ‘ y . -_ : ‘ rs 
kingdom of Christ. The chief prie ts and e pn 
‘were told, the publicans and harlots go intg the 
before vou. Met. xxi. 31. But 
licans and harlots 


one cas 
the future state, but 
possess 


4 1 +} 
did this imply that the puo 
| di 


s 





hy 
! 
| 
' 
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would die, and go into the eternal world before 
them ? The Pharisees and chief priests were 
informed by Christ that the kingdom of God 
should be taken from them, and given to a nation 
bringing iorth the fruits thereof ; Mat. xxi. 43. 
but most certainly he did not signify that the 
future state, or the joys of heaven would be 
taken from them, and given to another people. 
When the Seribe, who answered discreetly, 
told, thou art not far from the kingdom of God, 
he was not informed that death was near, or that 
those who answered with less discretion would 
outlive him, but assured that he was alinost pre- 
pared for the gospel dispensatton. Mark xii. 34. 
When Christ says, wo unto you, Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye shut up the hing- 
dom of heaven against men ; for ye neither 
neither suffer them that are entering tg go in, 
could he possibly mean that the future world was 
shut up so that men could not die, and that the 
Pharisees had the key that opened 
immortal glory ? If this were hi: 
what Gentile can be saved ? 
marked to the Centurion, that many 
from the east and the west, and sha 
with Abraham, and Isaac, 

kingdom of heaven ; but the children of the kingdom 
shall be cast out into outer darkness ; there shall 


c 





was 


go in, 


; of 


meaning, 


thea wat 
the Fai 


re 


shall come 
ll sit down 


be weeping and gnashing of teeth, did he signify, , 


that those in the eternal Wortd will ! 


of it, or that those, who have entered in 
of their Lord in the immortal state, will be driv- 
en into utter darkness to weep and wail ? Matt. 
viii. 11, 12. These examples conclusively de- 
monstrate that the terms kingdom of hearen, 
kingdom of God signily the gospel dispensation. 


a | ‘ 
e tirrust out 


to the joy 


or the message of salvation that Jesus proclaimed | 


rrvy 


to the lost sheep of the hotire of Israel. They 


° a 
moreover prove the generally received opinion 

alive. t ‘se phrases incorrect, and highly! 
Tek “fi; Qa these phri incorrect, and highly! 


and dangerous resuirs? 
what has been said appear 
other passage shall be cited, that doubts 
scruples may be removed from ail minds 
Christ says to the Jews, therefore | say ids vou. 
the kingdom of God shall be taken from + ven ane 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof 
The accomplishmeut of this declaration is iat ‘ 
of record. Paul says, blindness . 
pened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentile 
be come in. While Barnabas and Paul rea shed 
the gospel at Antioch, the Je nidbetod is, 
blasphemed ; this causéd the minist 
to reply to their countrymen, « it - 
that the word of God should 
spoken to you ; but seeing ye 
and judge yourselves unworthy 
life, lo we turn to the Gentiles : 


 bnouwgn 


; atter 
in part is hap- 


ers of Jesus 
it was necessary 
first have bee 


of everlasting 
for so hath the 


When Christ re- | 


and Jacob, in the | 


and 


Ss extremely plain, one 


and 


Ws contradicted and | 


put it from you, | 


| and the 


Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to 
bea light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be 
for salvation to the ends of the earth.” Hence 
it appears the kingdom of heaven wastaken from 
the Jews and given toa different nation, “ for 
when the Gentiles heard this saying, they were 
slad, and glorified the word of the Lord.” It js 
then fair to conclude from the reasonings and 
examples which have been given, that the king- 
dom of God andthe kingdom of heaven mean the 
gospel dispensation, or the christian religion ; 
let us thea examine these words as they stand in 
the 13th of Matthew. In this chapter, the divine 


| Teacher describes the kingdom of heaven, or the 


ininistry of the gospel, by six parables, varied 
according to the several particulars he intended 
to fix in the minds of his Jewish audience. 
Whenthe kingdom of heaven is likened to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field ; but while men 
slevt an enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way, we are to understand 

truth is emblemed by the wheat, and 
alse doctrine by the tares, which shall be com 
The mustard-seed reprezents 
the gradual extension and final triamph of the 
gospel, though it seemed weak at the bezinning, 
and as incapable of subduing the whole earth, as 
a grain of mustard-seed is of producing a tree. 
The parable ef the leaven exhibits the same idea 
in another form, showing the efficacy of the 
Gospel to reconcile all hearts to its benign in- 
junctions. 

When Christ would describe the operation of 
true doctrine and falsehood, he speaks the parable 
of the field, and shows that the hay, wood, and 
' stubble shall be consumed. .©When he would 
paint hypocrites or apostates, who say Lord, 
| Lord, but do not the will of his Father, he speaks 
the parable of the sower, or of the net, signily- 

ing that tribulation and persecution will test the 
fué tates Phe rat siinifitide is pen sacle “7 
idition of his disciples, 
f his mini si ape = ryt the gospel. 
ment by this feiteok st Ae bya a: aT 
will inake ‘vou Beheoe “ah ye orig oe 
therefore be said to # Py? rege may Ih 
dea, and to wethie LI o 1e gospel net over Ju- 
to hear the word te , e ate good; ut a 
ito eat of the "ss a 6: fs lealed, to see sniracles 
| cause their friend ae fishes, or who came be- 
i s and neighbors did. However 
es, however sincere or false 
itheir hearts, and < he day of adversity. waveiled 
| ship. If thee She their claim to disciple- 
of pasesebien ered under the scorchiag heat 
becaine unfruitt it ing no root in themselves, or 
(ul through the eare of this world, 


deceitfulness of riches, they were unfit 


ne 
i¢ 


pletely de-troyed. 
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for the kingdom of God, or to be the persecuted 
followers of a crucified Master. But if they ea- 
dured through the trying day, possessed their 
souls in patience, and brought forth fruit, they 
were genuine converts. This is the proper 
method to judge of al! conversions. for men do 
not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thistles. 
Thus it is evident the kingdom of God and the 


kingdom of heaven generally signify the gospel. 


dispensation through the New Testament, and 
that they have this signification in the chapter 
we have examined, and are well likened to a net 
which was cast into the sea, and gathered of eve- 
ery kind, both good and bad. 

{ To be continued. | 


{For the Christian Intelligencer.] 


Man’s Punishment and Future Siate. 





wo @. 
This vault of air, this congregated ball, 
Self center’d sun, and stars that rise and fall, 


There are, my friend! whose philosophic eyes 
Look thro’, and trust the Ruler with Ais skies, 
To him commit the hour, the day, the year, 
Aud view this dreadful All without a fea: 
Pope’s imitation of Hor Ep 6. 
Having alluded to Christ, and the redemption 
of man through him, in my last number, it may 
not be improper to devote some more time to the 
same interesting subject, by way of explanation 
to the views already advanced. 
For myself, Lam not inclined to attach that 


degree of solemnity to the character, doings, and. 
sufferings of Christ, which some have been ac- | 


customed to do. But far be it from me to say, 
that his character, doings and sufferings are not 


worthy of the highest admiration which mortals | 


can feel. And far be it from me to say that his 
views did not embrace the greatest good of man. 


Beyond this, the most zealous cannot pretend to | 


go, in his behalf. And here again, | would ob- 
serve, that infidelity, in its attempts to traduce 
the character of Christ, (frightful as the word 
infidelity may sound in the ears of orthodoxy,) has 


never cone more towards counteracting the good | 


which arises from a knowledge of his true charac- 
ier, than what bigotry and superstitious reverence 
have.by laboring to extol and magnify him beyond 
what his true character in reality is. The poet 
very correcily says, 

For virtue’s self may too much zeal bahad, 

The werst of madmen is a saint rnn mad. 
While infidelity may have reduced him to insig- 
nificance, in the eyes of the ignorant and incon- 
siderate, and in this way buried his virtues in 
neglect, bigotry and superstition have, on the 
cther hand, promoted him so far beyond the com- 
prehension of common intellects, that his virtues 


are again concealed no less securely, by the un- | 


fathomable mystery which isin this way made to 





envelope them. Look at it for a moment. Te 


talk about three Gods in one God, and one God’s 
being the same as three Geds, is a kind of mathe- 
matical logic which common sense rejects as in- 
tangible vapour, calculated to puzzle without the 
prospect of a solution ;—a kind of changeable iden- 
lily, more resembling, in theory, the stick which 
_the clown represented as being too crooked to lie 
still, than any other thing in nature, of which I 
can form any conception. And again, to speak 





of Christ’s being egal with God in one breath, . 


and in the next to speak of Christ’s praying to his 

Father for assistance, confounds the reasoning of 
him who attempts to understand it, and-he loses 
| himself in searching for 


| “The point, where sense and nonsense join.’ 


| The proper way to test the doings and views of 
Christ is, to inquire into the evils and wants 
which he labored to remove from off the shoul- 
iders of the human family. His ambition was 
| regulated by the condition of man at the time 

when he acted. And to know what was that 
| condition, it is necessary to recapitulate for a 
| moment, the history of man. 

It is admitted by all who profess to have any 
acquaintance with ancient history, that mankind, 
throughout the inhabited world, were in a state of 
moral degradation in the days of Christ. Wick- 
edne:s and oppression.swayed an imperial sceptre 
over the intellectual world, and ignorance sub- 
mitted to the injunctions of power and ambition, 
without distrusting the justice of the policy 
which dictated them, and in the absence ofa 
standard by which to test the principles of social 
conduct, they thought not of inquiring what 
ought ta have been, but only sought to know 
what was. So remedy this unhappy condition, 
into which mankind had gradually fallen in par- 
suit of means to alleviate the wants which they 
found themselves beset with, and to redeem them 
from the vice aud ‘gnorance in which he discov- 
ered them to be, Christ gratuitously offered his 
services and himeelf, and labored. and suffered, 
even the ignominy of a death upon a cross be- 
tween two thieves, to effect that benevolent and 
philanthropic purpose. He died for the world, 
' for the redemption and salvation of the whole 
human race. But in what sense did he do this? 
Here is the issue upon which the grand mistake 
is made, out of which a greater part of the dis- 
| sensions and differences of opinion in the world 
‘arise. Some understand that he died for the 
whole world, i. e. in the stead of the whole world, 
‘and thereby saved the whole world from death. 


| Others gay, that he died for those only who would 


‘avoid dying by a willingness to comply with certain 
conditions which are prefixed to the salvation offered 


through his death. The first is called wniversa 
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salvation, and the latter, partial salvation. But | 
would have the reader ask himself here, what 
kind of a death, did Christ’s death save men from ? 

Christ’s labors, sufferings, doctrines and death 
had nothing to do with the nalural death of man- 
kind, farther than justice, temperance and peace 
are calculated to prolong life, by their influence 


upon the natural system, and upon the great body | 


of society. And as for all the talk which is had 
in the world, about the spiritual death of man in a 
future world, it is mere talk! {t is true, it has ac- 
“quired great popularity among the credulous ; 
but it owes its popularity, not to any intrinsic 
worth, or to the deliberate considerations of 
those who confide in it, but lo their neglect to inquire 
into us origin and to compare it with known truths and 
realities. Christ never died for the world, i. e. 
tn the stead of the world, nor for any part of the 
world in that sense. But he died for the whole 
world, i. c. in the employ of the whole world,—. 
for the benefit of the whole world, and as much 
for every rational being in the world, as he did for 
any one being in the world. He labored, and suf- 
fered for the world, in the same sense as W 


ington labored and suflered for the world, in par- | 


ticular view to our own country. 
the sentence pronounced upon Adam, and realized 


it as sensibly, perhaps more sensibly than any other | 


person who has ever lived. He lived amid 
‘thorns and thistles,”” procured his subsistence by 
‘‘the sweat of his face,” as much so as preachers 
of our own day do, and died the death of a man, with 
all the dignity of a philosopher, moralist, stoic 
and philanthropist. His views embraced the 
greatest good of man, which consisted in their re- 
demption from a state of vice, wickedness, and ig- 
norance of all the beauties of morality, and of 
those sublime truths which are analagous to and 
founded in the great first principles of universal 
nature. Hetaught, as man had never taught,— 
with fearless confidence, united with humility, 
simplicity and practice. He labored, and, through 
danger and sufferings, in spite of scoffs and ridi- 
cule, persevered in establishing his doctrine of sal- 
vation from the punishments of sin. He aimed the 
hatchet at the root of misery, and taught the 
world to avoid effects, by teaching them to remedy 
and destroy their causes. This mode of his sue- 
gesting, this suggestion of his, is of itself and 
alone suffixient to demonstrate the great philoso- 
meg researches of the man, and to have entitled 
1im to the highest distinction in those davs of 
ignorance and limited research when he lived. 
It shows, that he went back, far behind the front 
view of things, and inquired into their natures, 
crigin, cause and means of existence. before de- 
ciding upon their character, or the proper mede 
of remedying their evil. And he fought the cood 
fight, with a firm faith in the strength and efi- 


Iie lived under | 





———a 
cacy of those principles of humanity, justice and 
| brotherly love, which harmonize with the works 
| of all nature around us, and with an unrelentin 

| assurance, that they need only be known in order 
| to be both admired and practised, and need only 
| be practised, in order to effect the happiness of a 
warld of rational beings. He loved righteous- 
ners, not because it was popular in his day, for it 
was not so, because not understood,—but for right- 
ecousness’ sake. Te taught it, and sacrificed his 
own life to its support, not for his own sake, but 
for the sake of his fellow creatures and the world. 
fie has saved man, and the world from the punish- 
ment of sin, not by taking away the sins which 
rad then, already been committed, but by saving the 
world from the further commission of sin, and 
from drawing upon themselves thereafter its pun- 
ishments or natural consequences. As in Adam 
all sinned, so in Christ all are made whole. That 
is to say, as we have in Adam an example of diso- 
bedience and consequent trouble, so in Christ we 
have an example of faithfulness and consequent 
enjoyment,—without reference to another world 
in the remotest degree whatever. 
THEOPUILANTHROPIST. 





{For the Christian Intelligencer.] 
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To a Young Universalist Preacher. 


! 


LETTER NO. VII. 

My dear Friend—Having advanced what you 
have read in the preceding letters, in relation to 
the duties of the ministerial office, I anticipate a 
question, which I conceive, you are ready to pro- 

vose, and which [ ought to be willing to answer. 

Vou wish to know, on what ground the salvation 
of man should be preached ? You have ascer- 
tained, that Universalists are divided in opinion ; 
some contending for immediate salvation, while 
others believe in a limited punishment in a future 
life, intended, however, to reform the character 
of the subject ; and you would know what views 
i entertain respecting these contested points.— 
These I shall endeavor to lay before yout, in the 
same spirit, which, I trust, has dictated every for- 
mer communication. 

The ground on which Christ and_ his apostles 
predicated the salvation of sinners, must necessa- 
rily be the only safe ground, on which a modern 
preacher can exhibit it. The means which they 
described, by which salvation was to be effected, 
are as necessary tothe attainment of the object, 
as they were, when the gospel was first promul- 
gated. The nature, the moral condition of man 
isthe same ; the moral evils of which he is the 
enbject demand the same means to remove them. 
The ancient ministers of the word testified repen- 
tance towards God, and faith toward our Lord Je 
sus Christ, as the only means of salvation ; and 
when the method of “grace was the subject of 
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their discourses, they insisted on these topics,with | 
a ie: worthy the importance of their theme. | 
T 


ey always held forth, that misery was the com- | 


panion of sin, and consequently, as long as the 


sinner continues his course of disobedience, he, 


must suffer the demerit of his wickedness. Nor 
does the gospel.any where give me the least assu- 
rance of a deliverance from the effects of sin, ex- 
eept by a reformation of character, which, ny 
own reason informs me, must be measurably pro- 
duced, by feeling, and realizing the bitter conse- 
quences of a course of opposition to the govern- 
ment of God. And while the gospel asserts, that 


“in the dispensation of the fulness of times, God | 


will gather together in one, all things in Christ,” 
it does not pretend to fix the date of this period, 
nor give the smallest intimation, that any other 
measures will ever be employed to save the sin- 
ner, thana cordial belief in Jesus Christ, accom- 
panied with sincere repentance for every depart- 
ure from moral rectitude. No causes merely 
physical, no changes of the material constitution 


are allowed to have an agency in this important. 


work. Sinis an act of the mind; it is this fact 
which gives it all its turpitude ; and the remedy 
must be applied to the part where the evil resides 
Besides, repentance is a work of which the sinner 
is conscious, and in'which his will and affections 
are concerned. It is a procéss, in which he feels 
and acts as a conscious being, with a deep sensi- 
bility to his guilt and wretchedness, and with just 
apprehensions of the mercy of God. He sees, 
that divine goodness is indissolukly connected with 
contrition and penitence ; and their exercises, 


which yield him unspeakable peace and coinfort, | 
are as well known to him as any mental or physi- | 


cal exerci-e ia which he wasever engaged. I 
state these facts in accordance with the preceding 
remarks, and to support the idea, that no sudden 
change, depending on natural causes, can be sub- 
stituted for the mental change, which the gospel 
requires in the subjects of salvation. 

From what I have advanced, you may feel pre- 
pared to allege what indeed, I have often heard 


asserted, that the views here exhibited lead to} 


consequences which you consider inadmissible. 
My system, you will sav, supposes, that if a man 
does not repent in this life, he will have to suffer 
the pains of guilt and repentance hereafter. You 
wish to confine all punishment to the state in 
which sin is committed ; you have no idea of ex- 
tending sin or punishment into an immortal or 
eternal state. To this I answer, that as respects 
immortality, man is now as much in an IMMORTAL 
state as he ever will be, | mean, with reference to 
his spiritual part, unless we mean to contend for 
# dormant state of the sou) from death tothe res- 
urrection. As to the existence of sin in an £TER- 
NaL state, I have never intended to assert it. The 


—w 
doctrine of the punishment of sin in the state in 
which it is committed, may be admitted as well 
|by the believer in future punishment, as by his 
opponent. An eternal state is one that is fixed and 
unchangeable ; it does not depend merely on 


| changing residences, nor is it subject to the laws 


‘of locomotion. Sin will be punished in the state 


1 where it is committed, because that is a sinful 
| state, which will continue til! a state of holiness 


- 
commences ; but to say, that because we admit, 


| that a man may pass from this life in a sinful con- 


|| dition, and continue in it, till disciplinary correc- 
| 


tion and emendatory sufferings shall have changed 
his character, therefore, we carry sin and misery 


| into the eternal world, appears to me an ill-found- 


ed charge, and one that can answer 00 purpose but 
|to prejudice the mind against a doctrine, on ac- 
| count of an inconsistency which it does not em- 
brace. For the very reason, that the believers in 
.a future, limited punishment, hold that sin and 
/misery will come to an end, they cannot admit 
that the first is committed, and the last suffef*ed in 
an eternal state. 

Having pursued these reflections till I have 
reached the usual extent of my communications, I 
shall close this letter ; and probably in a subse- 
| quent one I may resume the subject, and employ 
‘some further arguments to show, that the views I 
have here taken of this point are not so objection- 
able as many conceive. 

Yours in sincere affection, —_ —- 


} 
} 
| 





[From the Ne w-York Tract, No. 3.} 


The Letters of ‘‘Amicus Veritatis,” to “the 
iditor of the New-York Universalist Book So- 
ciety,” published in the ‘‘Christian Telescope and 
Universalist: Miscellany,” are, as we conceive, 
argumentum ad hominem ; but not a refutation, nor 
/ even an attempt to refute, either of the proposi- 
' tions laid down in our first namber, ander the 
| head, ‘*Revelation ;” and therefore they do not 
|merita reply. But let ‘A. V.” or any one else, 
| undertake to refute any of our propositions, (ar- 
'guing to the proposition, and not to the man,) and it 


| 


jshall meet with prompt attention: provided we 
can have an opportunity of replying through the 
‘same medium, and in the same work. But until 
this is done, it is perfectly useless “‘to strip the 
| Deist of his covering,” and to ‘“‘expose the cloven 
‘foot of Deism!? For the rational part of com- 
munity are already, and no wonder, too much 
driven to infidelity by such KNOCK-DOWN ARGU- 
MENTS !! 
Buftlet it be shown that a revelation made to A. 
1s equally binding on B. merely because that A. 
| says that he has received a revelation from God ! 
| Let it be also shown, that what a man predicts 1s 


| e 
‘to be believed, merely because he professes to be 





a ee. 


ee eee eee 


—— 
een 








150 CHRISTIAN 


INTELLIGENCER. 











= 





a prophet, or is so considered by others, without | 
his character as a prophet being first established, | 
either by the fulfilment of some of his predic-| 
tions, or else by his working miracles in confir- | 
mation of them! And, lastly—Let it be shown) 
that pretended miracles, such as might have heen 

erformed by human power, or counterfeited by 
eae wisdom, of which the attending circum- 
stances were altogether improbable, the real facts 
such as the outward senses of men could not judge 
of, and done in a private corner, before incompe- | 
tent witnesses, and handed down to us through | 
such sources, as to leave a rational dowbt as to the 
truth of the matters of fact, ought, nevertheless, to 
be believed as real miracles performed by the 


power of God aloxe, and, as such, ought to be re- | 


ceived as the final sanction of revelation! 
The above is but the exact counterpart of our 
former statements; and until these things shall 


be shown, (which, we conceive, no man in his! 


senes will attempt to do,) all our positions, as 
published in our first number, under the head, 
“Revelation,” remain firm, unshaken, and un- 
moved. We still believe, however, that the Bible 
contains both prophecy and miracles which are 
not liable to the above objections ; but if it does 
not, how can rational men believe it as A REVE- 
LATION FROM Gop? 


the Methodists express surprise, and complain of being un 
derrated. Unfortunate for the Recorder editor! ‘ 
But on coming to the editorial department of the Hera}, 

we were surprised also ; for the editor has boldly criticised 
upon a Volume of Sermons by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, late 
pastor of the first Church in Amherst. His remarks are 
as unceremonious as ours would be, in speaking of the same 
author, The editor of the Herald says,“ We were much 
surprised to find in the leading sermon of the publication, 


entitled, ‘The Church safe,’ an astronomical bugbear, whic) 
will not go far to establish the author’s reputation for mod 
ern scholarship. He says, ‘The very comet, so long con. 
| sidered lawless, how is it curbed and reined in its excentric 


orbit, and never yet had power or commission to burp a 
That a comet never had power to burn asin. 
gle world we readily admit ;--for it carries no more jin 


single world,’ 


than a Qucker’s trading ship.” Pretty plain language this 
for Ziows Herald. ; 

Tlie editor goes on and accuses “the Orthodox” Ser. 
ionizer of throwing “a mysticism around the words ‘repent 
and believe,’ intimating that some stupendous, supernatu- 
ral exertion of the soul must rend the very heavens to 
perform the siinple and childlike duties of repentance and 
.” Here we pause to ask, Vho,in the name of won 
When Methodists be- 


belie 
der, is the editor of Zion’s Herald ? 


|| gin to expose the enchantments hy which “the stupendous 


|) and supernatural” conversions have been carried on, io this 
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Amusing and Interesting Discoveries. 


In running the eye over the columns of * Zion’s Herald, 


1? 


for Nov. 22, we were gratified on learning, that “ 2rmini- 
ans” in New England, are pot prepared to bow obsequi- 
ously to all the wills and wishes of their “ Calvinist” neigh- 
bors. 
graph,” (edited by the same Asa Rand, who preached the 
famous Gorham Sermon, against Quakers, Arminians, &c.) 
has recently contained an article, headed, “ Defection in New 
9 


AJ . . ‘ . . 
England,” in which “ Arminians” are classed and coupled 


with “ Arians,” as being eqnally defective in relation to} 
| 33, to prove the immortality of the spirit. 


doctrine ; and that neither of them belong to “ ihe Ortho- 
dox” club. But our Methodist friends should 
prised at such language. 


net be sur- 
Brother Asa only wanted to ex- 
amine their pulse, in a kind of doctoral manner. 
ed to know how they would act, when they come to feel 
ile that 


by batting his hook with the charm, “amalgamation,” the 


the “ fine points” of the Ortho ‘ox system knew 
Ariinians first caught at it sl:ly, but had, of late, seemed to 


bite in good earnest. Hence, 4sa thought best to try his 
line a little, in order to ascertain whether it would answer 
to propose a NVutional law-religion. But the he 


makes a distinction between Orthodory and .drminianism, 


momeut 


safety of their eraft. 


It appears that the “Boston Recorder and Tele- | gandine your candi 
j standing your candid observations in answer to him, yet, | 


He want- 


country, Well may the other combined sects tremble for the 


We ure happy to see, in that paper, 


the rational doctrine, that repentance and belief are simple 


childlike duties. ‘The opinions there advanced, are worthy 
of an able, liberal, enlightened christian. 





: THE RESURRECTION, 
; Mr. Eprrox—I was well satisfied with your Reply to “J. 
B.” in the 14th No. of the tntelligencer, respecting the in- 
mortality of the soul, but the Question by * A, S.” in the 
lith No, is of great importance to every one, and notwith- 


am still embarrassed with the subject, and must therefore 
ask for further explanation, which, L presume you will be 
ready to grant. 

_You have shown that the soul, spirit and body are three 
distinet parts of man,and that the spirit end hotiy can exist 
Without the sou! ; and have referred us to Matt. xxii. 23, 

; } But on turning to 
the passage, [ find it speaking of a “resurrection.” ‘ihe 
question arises,—a resurrection of what 2? Is it temporal or 
spiritual ? or is Christ speaking of himself ? 

in St. Jolin, xi. 25, 26, Jesus said unto the woman, “Tam 
the resurrection and the tife: he tliat believeth in me, though 
he were dead, vet shall he live 4 and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in ine shall reper die.’ Can it be that our Sa- 
viour was here speaking of a lileral resurrection ? If he 
vas, would it not seem to follow, that those who believed 
and lived in his religion, would never die literally, and con- 
sequently, never need his resurrection 2? J should be nich 
vratified, Sir, if yon would give us, as you have opportuni- 
ty, the Seriptural meaning of the terms, “ Resurrection,” 
“ Angels of God,” and “ Kingdom of God.’ Is the doc 
triue of the resurrection of the budy taught in the Old Tes 
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tament ? and, of what Scriptures did Christ accuse the | the work, as we learned them by a private letter from Br, 


Scribes of being ignorant, in Matt. xxii. 29. 
Respecttully yours, 
Lewiston, Nov. 1826. 


TYRO. | Hitehineon + but the letter is missing, at this moment, and 
| we have neither room nor leisure te do justice to the sub- 


i}: . , , 
ANSWER. | Ject by recollection, Something may be expected in our 


Dear Sir,--The subjects which you have proposed for 
consideration are truly important, and we should be happy | 
in presenting you, (and all our readers,) with an elaborate 
explanation of each distinct point, could we be persuaded 
that such labors would be extensively useful. But, Sir, it 
is not in the power of the writer, to treat on any metapliys- 


ical and abstruse question, in such a manner, as to be clear- 
ly and generally understood.--Others, perhaps, are more 
fortunate in the choice of words.—-To addace an ex- 


ample Which is applicable in this place, we need only refer | 


to your own remarks above : and of your cander and liber- 
ality, not a doubt ex'sts. 


In the second paragrap!, you say, we “have shown that | 
the spirit and body can exist wilhoul tie soul.” That you, | 


brother, understood us to convey that idea, is not disputed ; 
but that you will continue of that opinion, after re-exaniin- 


ing our observatious, we cannot admit.-—You aiso say, we 


“have referred” our readers “to Matt. xxii. 23, 33, to prove | 

) tian Intelligencer, Vol. VI. to wake out whole sets for new 

; 5 ; _ | subscribers. Any friend that can do it conveniently, is 
itully gts as) Pr meaning. j ning he}. coor “a . 

dent liy misunderstood our meaning. By turning to th ' requested to furward that Number to the Editor 

article, on 126th page, you will readily perceive the mis- | 


take. We intemied to convey the idea, in the 2d division | 


the tmmortulity of the spiril.” Mere, again, you have acci- 


of our remarks, that however plausible the doctrine of the 
spiril’s immortality might be, yet, we did not rely on any 
metaphysical subtleties, as evidence of man’s future imumor- 


tal existence ; and the refereuce to Matt. xxii, 23, &c. was | 


designed to sLow that, a proper resurrection, as declared 


in the Scriptures, was the principal ground of evidence of 


such a fact ; or, as we expressed it, “a change from Mon- 
TALITY lo IMMORTALITY.” We also referred to Corinthi- 
as, chapter xv. as direct and positive proof that men will 
exist and be incorruptible, after the deathof the body. But 
the immortality of the spirit is not there assertec, as the 
ground of maw’s future existence. ‘The apostle, as may be 
seen in that chapter, did not conceive it necessary to intro. 
duce any other argument, than the Christian doctrine of «a 


resurreciion to an immortal constitution, to sustain the faith, |) 


enliven the hopes, aud cheer the bearts of his brethren, 


while casting their wistful eyes into the unmeasured regions 


of tuiurity. Should we not be satisfied with the apostolic 
argument? What more can we reasonably ask ? 

Your request concerning certain terms, will be duly and 
respectfully considered. Our limits compel us to be brief. 





Proposal for a New Work. 


The attention of our readers is called,—and through their 


instrumentality the attention of others,--to the Proposal on 
vur last page, by Br. Samven Hurcainsoy, for publishing 
his reasons fur having embraced, and for continuing to de- 
fend, the doctrine of Universal Salvation. It was our in- 


y 
H 
i 


next. We trust that our confidence in Br, Hutchinson’s 
ability, faithfulness and piety, will be sufficiently expressed, 
by inserting his Prospectus in our paper, and in addition 
thereto, printing at our own expense, and without the hope 
or Wish of any pecuniary compensation, a number of Sub- 
scription Papers, to distribute in different directions. 

Those who can assist our good friend by obtaining 
subscribers, but are not furnished with a Subseription Pa- 
per, are respectfully requested by the Author, to copy the 
Title and Conditions of the work, from this Nuaber, to sup- 
ply the deficiency. 

Editors of Universalist publications, especially in New 
England, would confer a favor on a most worthy Brother, 
who is feeble in body, but strong in mind and in faith, by 
assisting him in laying this testimony in behalf of Universal 
Grace and Salvation, before the public. 


_— ——= 


WANTED.—A few of the first Number of the Chris- 





Noricr. We have the pleasure to announce, that the 
Providence Telescope & Miscellany is about to be resumed 5 
and the ediloraal coucera to devolve on Br. Davin Picx- 
ERING, 





CAE A EE TO SET ee 
MARRIED, 

In this town, by Rev. Dr. Payson, Jatrus S. Keith, Esq. Attor- 
iey at Law, of Hebron, to Miss Mary C. Norton. 

By Elder S. Rand, Capt. Ezra Bibber to Miss Judith Griffin. 

By Rev. Mr. Ripley, Mr. Harrison Lewis to Miss Dolly Wilson 
both of Portland. 

fu Cape Elizabeth, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Josiah Berry of 
Po. aud, to Miss Eunice Strout, of the former place, 











| DIED, 

In this town Mrs. Betsey Williams, aged 44. 

On Tuesday morning last, Mr. RopentT LEACH, aged 28; 8 
noral, honest, industrious and worthy citizen, Mr. L. had been 
stidually declining for nearly a year; but continued actively en- 
zaged in business, till within a few weeks of his demise. His pa- 
isuee, foriiiude and composure curing his last il/ness, were never 
|| -urpasse d So strong was his coufidence in the overind ng beuev- 
| olence of his heavenly Father, that he endured pain, and contem- 
viated the rapid approaches of death, without # murmur or a sigh. 
| {fe nas left an amiable wife and one lovely echil', together with a 
| ender mother and sisters and other relatives aud fiiends to depione 
| nis death. Yes, the whole ci cle of his acquaintunce will mown 
1! 





with the afflicted, that soexc bent a young man should have been 
cut off, in the midst of usefulness, 


On the 16th ult. Mrs. Sanuy K. wife of Mr. Jonn SAWTELL, 
nd eldest daughter of M.. Ebenceer Waile, of Livermore, (Me.) 
[his virtuous and amisble woman was violently seized on the 

12th ult. whev her only surviving child was about a week old, 
| aud continued in extreme agony of body and mental derangement, 
) for two days 3 she then became rational and calm, recognized her 

husband, parents and friends, and was able to afford them the 
| consolation of knowing, that she felt reconciled to the will of God, 


.\} and died in hope of a glorious iiomortality. May our merciful 


tentiou tv have presented our readers with the outlines of Y Parent sustain and comfort the hearts of all the mourning relatives 





ee 











CHRISTIAN INTELIGENCER. 


eet ti 











POETRY. | 


ETERNAL PRESENCE WITH GOD DELIGHTFUL, 





That glorious day will surely come, 
Th’ appointed hour mike haste, 

When all shall stand before the throne 
Of Universal Grace. 


Thou lovely chief of all my joys! 
Thou sovereign of my soul! 

O how delightful is thy voice 
Which heals and makes me whole. 


The whispers of that charming Word 
Wi!l so delight my ear, 

My soul will be in raptures, Lord! 
Aud bid adieu to fear. 


What! shall I thus possess my life, 
Where none can ever die? 

And bathe in seas of heav nly bliss, 
Beneath my Father's eye? 


O happy state of joy and mirth! 
To see the God | love! 
To leave this sordid, grov'ling earth, 


Aud soar to worlds above! 


Jesus will throw his arms around, 
And press me to his breast; 

His gracious smiles will diy my teara, 
And soothe my soul to rest. 


Jesus! the fitend of sinners, came 
To grant their souls celiel; 
He'll ne’er despise # sinner’s name, 
Although he were the chief—WATTS, (altered.) 





FINE THOUGHTS. ~ 

“Finally, whatever may be our thoughts, our’ 
words, our writings, or our actions, let them all 
be subservient to the promotion of science and 
the prosperity of our country. Pleasure is a 
shadow ; wealth is vanily, and power a pageant ; 
but knowledge is extatic in enjoyment, perennial, 
unlimited in space and infinite in duration. In 





the performance of its sacred offices it fears no! 


It | 


danger, spares no expense, omits no exertion. 


PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, A BOOK, ENTITLED 


AN APOLOGY 


FOR BELIEVING 


IN UNIVERSAL RECONCILIATION 


OR, 


AN APPEAL 


From the Inferior Court of Bigotry, Superstition, Ignorance 


and Unbelief, to the Supreme Court of Proper Candor, 
Sound Reason, Good Understanding & True Fuith, 


ALSO, 
A EBY TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION, 
AND SHORT NOTES ON THE SAME. 


_—_—_— 


BY SAMUEL HUTCHINSON, 


CONDITIONS. 
1. The Book to contain about 200 pages I2mo. Price 


| to subscribers 62 1-2 cents if bound, or 50 cents half bound, 


to be paid when the Books are delivered. 


II. The person who shall obtain e'ght subscribers and be 
accountable for them, may have the ninth gratis; and so 


| in proportion for a larger number; but, if any person will 
pbe accountable for 48 copies, he may have 8 gratis. 


hand is so out of health tt 


i 4 
;Or 


scales the mountain, looks into the volcano, dive; | 


into the ocean, perforates the earth, wings its| 


flight into the skies, encircles the globe, explores 
sea and land, contemplates the distant, examines 
the minute, comprehends the great, and ascends 
to the sublime. No place too remote for its 


grasp—no heavens too exalted for its reach—Its | 
seat isthe bosom of God, its voice the harmony | 


of the world. All things in heaven and earth do 
it homage, the very least as feeling its care, and 
the greatest as not exem,” from its power. Both 
angels and men, creatures of what condition so- 


ever, though each in diflerent sort and manner, | 
yet all with uniform consent, admiring it as the || 


parent of peace and happiness.” 





When we have no pleasure in goodness, we may | 


with certainty conclude the reason to be, that our 
pleasure is all derived from an opposi‘e quarter 


————— 





N. B. As the .fulhor believes his motives to bé Jaudable, 
vat he cannot go abroad to preach 
to transact business, le earnestly soficits the assistance 
of Universalist preachers, in Maine, New-Hampshire and 
Massachusetts, and all others who are friendly to the truth, 
to use their endeavors to obtain Subscribers, and forward 
them to him, in Buckfield, (Maine,) by the 20th of Februa- 
ry next; as the work cannot be pulished, untess the sub- 
scription is sufficient to defray the expenses of publication. 
Bucxrrevo, (Me.) Nov. 1826. 


(FPAGENTS. 


We ceem it unnecessary to republish the names of our 


Acents in this State, excepting where new appointments 


have been made. 

Brunswick —J. M’Lellan, Esq. P.M. 

Furmiagton Falls & N. Sharon--J.P. Dillingham, P.M. 

Gardiner—-Parker Sheldon. 

Tivermore—Rev. George Bates. 

Waterford & Bridgton--N Howe, Esq. 

Wales & Monmouth——D. Plumer, Esq. 

Wiscasset--Barker Neal. 

(Br. Sylvanus Cobb, of Waterville, is General Agent 
for this State ; so that other Agents and friends in general, 
are requested to make remittances to hin of whatever may 
have been collected, whenever it is convenient. 
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